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too fond of inquiring into the causes and mutual de-
pendence of events, of arranging, theorizing, and refin-
ing, to be accurate and straightforward in their account
of extraordinary occurrences. Instead of giving a
plain, statement of facts, they are insensibly led to cor-
rect the evidence of their senses with a view to account
for the strange phenomenon; as Chinese painters, who,
instead of drawing in perspective, give lights and
shadows their supposed meaning, and depict the pros-
pect as they think it should be, not as it is.y As
Miracles differ from other events only when considered
relatively to a general system, it is obvious that the
same persons are competent to attest miraculous facts
who are suitable witnesses of corresponding natural
ones. If a peasant's testimony be admitted to the
phenomenon of meteoric stones, he may evidence the
fact of an unusual and unaccountable darkness. A
physician's certificate is not needed to assure us of the
illness of a friend ; nor is it necessary for attesting the
simple fact that he has instantaneously recovered.
It is important to bear this in mind, for some writers
argue as if there were something intrinsically defective
in the testimony given by ignorant persons to miracu-
lous occurrences.2 To say that unlearned persons are

7 It is well known, that those persons are accounted the best
transcribers of MSS. who are ignorant of the language trans-
cribed; the habit of correcting being almost involuntary in
men of letters.                    C/
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